From: Jimmy Rimmer

To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/23/02 2:16pm
Subject: Microsoft Settlement.

To whom it may concern:
The settlement offer is awful.
Microsoft has built a massive Great Wall of Control around the software

industry, and they guard the portcullis. To all who would pass through, these
bandits put forth the following edict: No Innovation Shall Pass That Is Not

Microsoft's. And all who pass through must pay a fee to the gang who runs it.

The settlement offer maintains this Great Wall of Control. The settlement
offer ensures that Microsoft alone decides what technology the people will be
allowed to use. The settlement offer ensures that the software industry in
America is not free.

The leader of the people of the land made a stand against the bandits, and
defeated it -- yet rather than destroy the Great Wall of Control, assuring
freedom and prosperity for his citizens, will he now offer a truce to these
bandits? These thieves? These self-appointed censors of ideas?

More is at stake here than the jobs of American citizens. America's ability

to compete with the rest of the world in software is at stake; because if we

do not allow our own citizens to innovate, some other country will. And such
steps are clearly beginning in Europe and Japan.

This settlement harms industry. This settlement harms individuals. This

settlement harms America. We have already lost so many good ideas due to the

Microsoft Bandits; how many more can we afford to lose?

James B. Rimmer
San Diego, California
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